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EDITORIAL 


Correction 

In the Dec. 24th issue we carried an editorial en- 
titled “The N.C.C. and Pronouncements’. The meet- 
ing in 1954, to which we referred, is one of the 
World Council of Churches, not the N.C.C., and 
should have been so indicated. 


—H. B. D. 


Not Flesh And Blood But 
THE Spirit OF Gop 


Dr. Wilbur Smith writes: “Logic and processes of 
intellect can be used in discussing the deity, the per- 
son, the work, and teachings of Christ, but mere in- 
tellectual acumen does not lead a man to faith in 
Christ and to Christ as his Savior and the Son of 
God. Many brilliant men are the bitterest opponents 
of Christ, e. g, H. G. Wells, Julian Huxley, Bernard 
Shaw. There must be the work of the Holy Spirit in 
His revealing power.” 


One of the hardest things a man has to do is to 
submit his mind, his intellect, to Christ. But, there 
can be no reconciliation of the fact that until we are 
willing to say, “Speak Lord, for thy servant heareth”, 
we have not placed ourselves in the way to be taught 
of Him. 


Christian truth is a revelation from God. Experi- 
mental religion has its wonderful place but it comes 
after we have taken a step, no matter how feeble, in 
opening our hearts and minds to God and His teach- 
ings. 


There are those who misunderstand the relative 
places of the human intellect and divine revelation 
and who proudly say, “Intellectual honesty will not 
permit me to accept so and so.” Would it not be 
more rewarding to say, “Lord, I do not understand 
this, nor do I see how it can be so, but I am willing 
to be taught of the Holy Spirit.” Such an attitude of 
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mind and heart will be rewarded by a supernatural 
work of God's Holy Spirit. “If amy man will do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I speak of myself.” 


The plea of this editorial is to those who have 
doubts and who are disturbed by those doubts: give 
God a chance to resolve them. Open up the heart 
and the mind and be willing to receive the teaching 
of His Holy Spirit. 


As this is being written we know of a young Sem- 
inary student who is on the verge of giving up the 
ministry because of the doubts with which he is as- 
sailed. This is written to him and to all others in 
like predicament. God through His Spirit will show 
His truth if you will only surrender your heart and 
your mind to His teaching. 


Neo-Christianity 


One of the serious problems with reference to dis- 
ease is the insiduousness, often, of its onset. We all 
know from our own experience, or that of others, 
that an illness may be far advanced before its pres- 
ence is discovered. 


This is equally true in the Christian realm for we 
find that questioning merges into doubt, doubt into 
denial and denial finally into open unbelief, before 
we are aware of the seriousness of the situation which 


is faced. 


Those of us who live in the South are often un- 
aware of the blatent unbelief which is abroad in other 
parts of our own land and in the Christian world in 
general, an unbelief which still carries the label of 
Christianity but which is only too often far from be- 
ing the Christian faith. 


The writer has recently been reading some of the 
books, articles and publications of some of the out- 
standing exponents of modernism, men who are 
called Christian thinkers and who have come face to 
face with some of the unbelief which is now being 
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propagated in the name of Christianity. More than 
ever do we realize that Christians must have a reason 
for their faith and a willingness to stand for and 
witness to that faith. 


There are several characteristics of this neo-Chris- 
tianity which have crept like a paralysis across the 
Christian Church and which, where accepted, have de- 
stroyed its spiritual power, leaving it am organization 
dedicat-d primcrily to humanitarian and social bet- 
terment. 


Let us examine a few of these tell-tale symptoms: 


This so-called Christianity denies the fact of the 
utter sinfulness of the human heart. Sin is not an 
inherent trait of man which separates him from God 
but rather a maladjustment or an economic or social 
disability which does not require a supernatural rem- 
edy, the shed blood and atoning work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Rather this disability lends itself to 
self reformation, social adjustments and economic 
betterment by the help of men. Those who hold this 
view in the theological world have their counterpart 
in the Christian Scientist, (who neither Christian nor 
scientific), deny the reality of disease and therefore 
refuse accepted medical remedies. 


Having denied the inherent sinfulness of the hu- 
man heart the atoning work of the Son of God is also 
denied and for it is substituted the theory of His ex- 
ample in life and in His death. 


This type of theological liberalism exults in having 
been “released from the world of fundamentalism” 
but finds that it has attained not liberty but license, 
not certitude but quick-sands. The authority of the 
Word of God has been discarded for the pronounce- 
ment of individuals or organizations. The reason of 
man has supplanted God's revelation and a program 
has been substituted for a person, a program of world 
reform instead of a Gospel of personal redemption. 


Brethren—the religion and the program of the 
modernist is not Christianity and it is high time that 
the liberals recognize that fact and react against it. 


On the other hand, the trouble with fundamental- 
ism is not the faith and the doctrines which it af- 
firms; rather the trouble is with too many who have 
become “Fundamentalists”, going forth breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter in the name of the Lord 
and the Book they would defend. By a lack of love, 
tact and judgment they have only too often given 
an evil name to the word, “fundamentalism”. 


But, what are the fundamentals of the faith? They 
are stated in accepted standards of the major Protes- 


tant denominations, based in the clear affirmations 
of the Scriptures. 


It behooves the theological liberal to take stock of 
where he is going. Modernism always begins in a 
breaking away from the authority and reliability of 
the Word of God and the steps to it are in degree 
and proportion as one turns away from faith in the 
Book. The entertaining of doubts is a dangerous 
practice for unless those doubts are resolved by prayer 
and by the teaching of the Holy Spirit they will al- 
most certainly merge into unbelief and when unbe- 
lief is fully developed open denial is the inevitable 
end. 


Finally, if any man wishes to test the effect of 
denial let him examine his own work or the work 
of others, for when one becomes committed to the 
modernistic position he has lost his power to wim 
souls, 


A man may claim to be a great artist—let him 
paint a picture to prove it. 


One may claim to be a surgeon—let him show that 
he is capable of performing a major operation. 


One may say that he is an engineer—let him show 
that he can run a sextant or prepare blue prints or 
proceed to carry out a building program. 


But, claiming to be a Christian minister a modern- 
ist denies the reality of inherent sin and denies the 
necessity of God's redemptive act and he finds him- 
self powerless to deal with a sinner who needs Christ. 
Oh yes, he can get him to join the Church; he can 
enlist his interest in a program; he can often get him 
to go through the motions of religious activity; but, 
he cannot bring him to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his only Savior from sin. 


The great eternal truths of the Christian faith, are 
clearly affirmed in the Bible and reaffirmed in the 
accepted standards of Protestantism and a departure 
from these truths, with an open denial of them, is 
now part and parcel of this new-Christianity. If any- 
one doubts this statement he has only to read the 
writings of some of those who seem to be the think- 
ers and who assume to speak for this new liberalism. 


It is high time that the theological liberal reex- 
amine bis faith in the light of God’s Word and 
where he questions or doubts let him get down on 
his knees and through faith and surrender have re- 
stored to him the joy and the power of his salvation. 


It is high time that the fighting “Fundamentalist” 
remember that one not only needs to accept Chris- 
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tian doctrine but he also needs to give evidence of 
the transforming power of the gospel he defends. 
Certainly some of the attributes of such a transformed 
life include love and humility, without which one’s 
witness can have little effect. Contending for the 
faith is a duty of Christians but contentiousness for 
the faith can be a work of the flesh, driving men 
away from Christ rather than winning them to Him. 


Finally, and we say this in love, humility and in 
deep earnestness—for these neo-Christians there is 
but one course, repentance towards God and faith in 
His Son Jesus Christ. Conversion, a term they de- 
plore and a fact they deny, is their only hope. 


“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works 
to serve the lwing God? - - - - - - He that despised 
Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses: of how much sorer punishment, suppose 
ye, shail he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit 
of grace.------ It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.” 


“He” And 


“‘He must increase, I must decrease.”’ 


(John 3:30) 


John the Baptist was a great man and a great 
preacher. One of the grandest things he ever said is 
the verse quoted above, for it shows the magnitude of 
the man; his deep humility and the absence of the 
spirit of jealousy which has spoiled some other men. 
John had been very popular and successful, but he 
had fulfilled his mission, and was to step down and 
let Jesus take first place. This is not always easy for 
us to do. 


I feel that there is a lesson for us in these words 
of John. If we are Christians Christ is living in us. 
Who is to have first place? “He” or “I”? 


Is it to be Self-righteousness, or His-righteousness? 
Before Saul of Tarsus surrendered to Christ he was 
proud of his own righteousness, the righteousness of 
the law, but when he let Christ come into his heart 
and life, he boasted no long:r in his righteousness, 
but in the righteousness of Christ. How is it with us? 


Is it to be Self-will or His will? Not my will, but 
thine be done, said the Master, as He knelt in agony 
in the Garden. “The will of God used to be a sigh 
but now it is a song,” said one of our great hymn 
writers. Is the will of Christ a “sigh”, or a “song”? 
Can we say, “I delight to do thy will, O my God”? 

Is it pleasing self, or pleasing Him? I do always 
those things which please Him, said the Master, in 
speaking of His relationship with the Father. Do I 
ask the question, Will what I am going to do please 
Christ? I am satisfied with Christ, for He is all the 
world to me, but is He pleased, is He satisfied, with 
me? 
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Is it self-glory or His Glory? In the pulpit, in the 
workshop, in the store, in the home, am | trying to 
crown myself with honor, or am | trying to crown 
Him? Do men see our good works and glorify us, or 
glorify our Father and our Savior? 


These are some of the simple, but heart-searching 
questions, which were suggested to me as I read these 
words of John. May Christ be magnified in our hearts 
and lives; May He increase, and I decrease, as the days 
of the New Year go by! —J. K. P. 


“WITHOUT” 
(As An Exhortation To Be Saved) 


A Christian must lay aside the “rags” and put on 
the “robes”; there are some things which the Chris- 
tian can well do “Without”. 


1. Without partiality and without hypocrisy; James 
3:17,18; Without prejudice or dissimulation; “With- 
out wax”; for example, the sculptor makes a statue 
and does not try to cover the flaws with wax. The 
men of the world are full of prejudice; the Christian 
must be free from this. The hypocrite is one who 
wears a mask; the Christian must not pretend. 


2. Without Carefulness; I Corinthians 7:32; free 
from distractions, worry and fretting. Jesus taught 
this in a beautiful way in the Sermon on the Mount; 
we are not to be anxious saying what shall we eat, or 
drink, or wherewith shall ye be clothed; your Heav- 
enly Father knoweth that ye have need of these 
things; seek first the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness and all these things shall be added unto you. 


3. Without blame or blemish; “Blameless”; see 
Ephesians 1:4; 5:27; Philippians 2:15; I Tim. 6:14. 
The world delights to pick out blemishes in the Chris- 
tian. We are to strive to keep ourselves free from 
these. 


4. Without Fear: Philippians 1:14, For God has 
not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, and of 
love, and of a sound mind; Fear not, little flock, for 
it is the Father's will to give you the kingdom. In a 
world paralyzed by fear, we must trust Him and not 


- be afraid. 


5. Without Murmurings and Disputings; Philip- 
pians 2:4; I Peter 4:9. The sin of murmuring was 
characteristic of Israel! I am afraid that Christians are 
guilty too. Disputes are common even among those 
who call themselves Christians; let us seek the peace 
as well as the purity of the Church. We must defend 
the faith, but let us always do it in the spirit of love; 
let us never argue just for the sake of arguing. 


6. Without wrath and doubting: I Tim. 2:8. Sin- 
ful anger is unbecoming a child of God. God gave us 
grace to control our tempers! If we doubt not, but 
have faith, we can obtain power to do this. 


7. Without Wavering: Hebrews 10:23; see also 
James 1:6 and 8. We are to be steadfast, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
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| the 8. Without Covetousness: Hebrews 13:5. This is 
to one of the great sins of our time and of all time. 
te “Take heed and beware of covetousness” said our RADIO 
OF Master. P. “Facing These Days Without Monotony” 
SYNOD’S EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
ung WEEK OF JANUARY 25 
nese “Stand Up And Be Counted” 
‘arts Tj ; ; North Carolina ........ Dr. Samuel M. Glasgow 
lays ; sme Magazine recently quoted President Oliver Err ee Dr. Arthur Vann Gibson 
) C. Carmichael, ex-Chancellor of Vanderbile Univer- Arkaneas ...................see Dr. T. B. Hay 
: sity, declaring himself flatly for stronger convictions Mississippi ...................... Dr. S. E. McFadden 
in his annual report to the Carnegie Foundation. Cheek Lecel State Time 
Higher education, he said, has fallen for “the cult of . 
objectivity, (which) has resulted in a generation of Produced In Co-operation With 
irresponsible intellectuals, of men without convic- DIVISION OF RADIO & TELEVISION 
on tions. As a warning, Germany is cited. There scien- BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
ris- tific learning reached its peak. . .. Yet it was also 
there that the leadership . . . was unable to resist a 


fanatic who led the nation to a ruin more tragic . . . 


~ than that suffered by any other in modern history.” 

le Present-day education, he declared, fails to lead “stu- S T | L L M A N 

he dents to face issues . . . tends to produce men and 

women who are spectators rather actors. . . . 

They view both sides of questions with equanimity, L L 
seeing the strengths and weaknesses of each .. . but 
never aligning themselves with either of the con- 

ee tending ty Surely the effective citizen . . . must NEEDS 

ht be willing to stand up and be counted, to make a 

It; commitment, to throw his weight on the side of $15,500.00 THIS SCHOOL YEAR FOR 105 

of PART-TIME SCHOLARSHIPS 

i This is likewise the weakness of much of present- 

a day religious education, from seminary to kinder- You Can Help 

m garten. Many theologians are adept at presenting all 

the varied viewpoints held by scholars of the past These Worthy Youths Get An Education 

“e | concerning some Scriptural doctrine, but never com- That Is Soundly Christian By 

4. mit themselves. They never come to expressed con- Sending Your Check To 

S- clusions or convictions of their own, either because 

n of the confusion within their own minds, or because Stillman College Scholarship Fund 
they are too cowardly to “stand up and be counted.” 
They produce a generation of students like unto CARE 

r themselves. Christian education at any level, in Sun- Samuel Burney Hay ... President 
day school or in college, is more than an accumula- 

7 tion of Biblical facts. It is quite ineffective until it is P. O. Box 483 

: inspired by a supreme devotion to Jesus Christ, and Tuscalecsa .. Alshemea 
a courageous faithfulness to the revealed Word of : 


God. Are we producing men and women of coura- 
geous convictions in our seminaries, colleges, 


churches and Sunday schools? A Living Investment 
—The Church Herald in American Youth 
* Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
© Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
e Military Training for Reserve Commissions 
World Missions Receipts Presbyterian College 
Ciinten, 8. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Jan. 1, 1952 ............ $771,686.41 
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Dr. John Harold Ockenga last spring spoke for a 
week to the First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga 
and gave a thrilling account of the great missionary 
conferences that had been held in his own church, 
the Park Street Congregational Church in Boston, 
Massachusetts. Dr. Oswald J. Smith, who had built 
up the People’s Church in Toronto, Canada, to a sup- 
port of over 200 missionaries in over twenty coun- 
tries with a last year's total of over $250,000 given 
for their support, had assisted Dr. Ockenga for sev- 
eral years, and now the Park Street Church has over 
100 missionaries. The First Presbyterian Church of 
Chattanooga had thought it was doing pretty well 
with eight missionaries on the fields of Africa, Brazil, 
and Japan, and an annual gift to the Foreign Missions 
of $16,500 in 1952. But we saw we were really play- 
ing at the job. Nobody had made any sacrifice to 
send the Gospel to “the uttermost part’. It is true 
two of our eight, George Stuart and Bill Moseley, 
were sons of the First Presbyterian Church and one 
of the Men’s Bible classes was supporting Bill and 
Ruth Moseley in Brazil and the Layman’s Club had 
for forty years supported missionaries in Africa. 


After a conference with Dr. Ockenga it seemed 
good to the pastor, Dr. Jas. L. Fowle, to appoint a 
World Missions Committee from the Session, em- 
powered to select others, twenty-seven in all, rep- 
resenting every organization and age group in the 
church. This committee planned and carried out a 
Conference on World Missions in the First Presby- 
terian Church Wednesday night through Sunday 
night, December 3-7, 1952, with fourteen sessions. 
Dr. Oswald J. Smith agreed to leave a conference in 
his own church in the hands of others and fly down 
from Toronto to Chattanooga for the Thursday night 
through Sunday night meetings. Dr. C. Darby Fulton 
opened the Conference on Wednesday night and 
spoke again Thursday morning, Saturday night and 
Sunday morning. Dr. Oswald Smith spoke seven 
times. Meetings were held at 10:30 a. m., at 12:00 
lunch at the church, and at 7:30 p. m. 


It was decided to invite through Dr. D. J. Cum- 
ming, our Educational Secretary of the Board of 
World Missions, seven missionaries of our Southern 
Presbyterian Church who were on furlough, and 
through the Candidate Secretary, Rev. Eugene Dan- 
iel, ten appointees whose support had not yet been 
raised. At first it was planned to have only six ap- 
pointees, but Mr. Daniel wrote of twelve such at- 
tractive young candidates that it was decided to in- 
vite the ten that were able to come and possibly we 
could get six. Nine of the ten candidates came and 
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First Conference On World Missions In 


First Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


By Dr. J. P. McCallie 


as the other one was the wife of one of the nine, now 
a nurse in a hospital, and could not get a leave of 
absence, she was counted in as one of the ten. Each 
appointee and each missionary was entertained in a 
home of the church membership. The missionaries 
spoke a half hour each and the appointees for five 
minutes, giving a simple testimony as to why they 
wanted to go as missionaries. 


The attendance at the Conference was increasingly 
good. Every speech was stirring. Dr. Oswald Smith 
is undoubtedly the greatest of modern missionary 
advocates. At each major address Dr. Smith gave a 
slogan to remember if we remembered nothing else. 
Among them were these: 


1. “Why should anyone hear the Gospel twice be- 
fore everyone has heard it once?” 


2. “This generation only can reach this generation.” 


3. “Every Christian is a missionary and is obliged 
to go himself or send a substitute.” 


The impression grew stronger with each meeting 
that so far from congratulating ourselves on our mis- 
sionary interest and giving, we had hardly scratched 
the surface and that missions is a “now or never” task 
as doors are fast closing. China, the greatest of all 
mission fields, has been blacked out. Our opportunity 
there is over, at least for years to come apparently. 


Dr. and Mrs. Fulton, who had just returned from 
Africa, gave thrilling accounts of what they had seen 
and heard. 


The missionaries who greatly blessed us with their 
enthusiasm and consecration were: Mrs. Myrtle Sy- 
denstricker, Mrs. Kitty Farrior, Rev. John Talmage, 
Miss Charlotte Dunlap, Dr. R. P. Richardson, Dr. 
Wm. A. McIlwaine, Dr. Langdon Henderlite. The 
ten appointees, who endeared themselves to the whole 
congregation and who were commissioned to the 
fields on the final Sunday night when all of them 
spoke briefly, were: Rev. Benson Cain, Montgomery, 
Alabama; Mr. Thomas Cleveland, Dinero, Texas; Mr. 
and Mrs. Earl King, Richmond, Virginia; Mr. Robert 
Montgomery and Mr. Lardner Moore, Decatur, Geor- 
gia; Dr. and Mrs. David Seel, New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana, Rev. and Mrs. H. L. Thomas, Clayton, Alabama. 


A Missionary Support four-page folder was print- 
ed giving the picture and a brief biographical sketch 
of each of these appointees and on the final page an 
emergency Fund of $7,000 approved by the North 
Brazil Mission and the Board of World Missions for 
Bill Moseley’s field in Cerara state in North Brazil. 
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The effort to raise the $15,000 annual fund for the 
support of the ten appointees and the $7,000 Emer- 
gency Fund as a one-time gift was made at the Sun- 
day afternoon meeting and again at the final Sunday 
night meeting with pledge cards and envelopes. It 
had been expected that the Missionary Support Fund 
Committee would have to follow up the Conference 
with letters and pledge cards to all the 2,000 mem- 
bers of. the Church, for this was an additional fund 
co all the other budgets of the Church, which amounts 
to a total of something over $175,000 annually. But 
this was not necessary. Before the end of the night 
meeting the $15,000 for the ten new missionaries 
was raised and in the next few days the $7,000 Emer- 
gency Fund was subscribed and is now already in 
hand. 


The best result of the Conference is the joy felt by 
all in this mew witness to Christ. Real sacrifice has 
been made by many and this whole extra amount of 
$22,000 has been pledged by people of modest means 
and not by the wealthy. Dr. Smith said, “This First 
Presbyterian Church ought to have 100 missionaries 
in the field.” There are many that believe he is right. 
We now have eighteen missionaries and another 
World Missions Conference planned for mext year. 
There are 40,000,000 for whom our whole church is 
responsible and “why should anyone hear the Gospel 
twice before everyone has heard it once?” 


A Great Missionary Prayer 
Psalm 67 In A.S.Y. 


A Study By M. A. Hopkins 


Theme: God's people pray for blessing that they 
may be a blessing to others, basing their prayer on 
God's past blessings. 


This Psalm is one of the great missionary passages 
of the Bible. We don't know who this Psalmist was, 
and it is vain to speculate; but we do know that he 
was a man of God, a man of prayer, who had won- 
derful spiritual insight and world-wide horizons— 
a man of vision. Note the expressions he uses: upon 
earth, all nations, all the peoples, the nations upon 
earth, all the ends of the earth. There was nothing 
narrow or selfish, or merely nationalistic about him. 
He was no isolationist. He wanted to share all his 
blessings with the whole world. He could say with 
Wesley: “The world is my parish.” But he ante- 
dated Wesley by 2500 years! 


I. The Prayer for Blessing. Verse 1. 


How often we pray, ‘God bless us’, without know- 
ing just what we mean! And sometimes without 
meaning anything! We sing ‘God bless America’ 
without asking what has America done to deserve 
God's blessing? How common this song and how 
meaningless this prayer! Why does it go umanswered? 
God would stultify Himself and encourage men to 
sin if He answered some of our prayers. Cf. James 


4:1-4. 
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“From prayer that asks that I may be 
Sheltered from winds that beat on Thee, 
From fearing when I should aspire, 

From faltering when I should climb higher, 
From silken self, O Captain, free 
Thy soldier who would follow thee. 


“From subtle love of softening things, 
From easy choices, weakenings, 
(Not thus are spirits fortified, 
Not thus went the Crucified ) 
From all that dims Thy Calvary, 
O Lamb of God deliver me. 


Give me the love that leads the way, 
The faith that nothing can dismay, 
The hope that no disappointments tire, 
The passion that will burn like fire, 
Let me not sink to be a clod: 

Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God.” 


—Amy Carmichael. 


II. The Purpose of Blessing. Verse 2. 


The highest purpose of prayer for blessing is the 
sole glory of God in the salvation of a lost world. 
Prayer is not some magic device for getting man’s 
way done in heaven; but God's appointed and fore- 
ordained means for getting His own blessed and 
holy will done on earth. Prayer is not intended to 
change God's will, but to accomplish God's will. “If 
we ask anything according to His will He heareth 
us,’ I John 5:14. This is the most profound sen- 
tence about prayer that was ever uttered. 


If Christians are going to really pray, some drastic 
changes in our conception and practice of prayer will 
have to be made. I can only briefly touch on them: 


1. Amplification of the sphere of prayer till the 
whole world is included. 


2. Specifications of the objects of prayer: lists of 
persons and things as reminders. 


3. Intensification of the effort put forth in prayer: 
“agonize” Col. 4:12; “energized” James 5:16b—in 
its working’ should be ‘when energized’. Christ's 
prayer in Gethsemane, Lk. 22:44. This is necessary 
not because God is reluctant to hear and bless, but 
because men are bound in the shackles of Satan and 
sin. “Such come not out but by prayer and fasting”, 
Matt. 17:21; Mk. 9:29. 


4. Concentration upon one single object, for a long 
time and by more than one prayer-warrior. Matt. 
18:19, 20. Focus a prayer-ray directly on any object, 
long enough and strong enough, and there are sure 
to be results. Such a ray can even penetrate the 
thickest iron curtain. Lk. 18:1-8; Acts 6:4: 12:5; 
I. Thes. 5:17; I. Sam. 12:23. 


5. Identification with the person prayed for. Moses 
prayed thus in Ex. 32:32. Paul prayed thus in Rom. 
9:1, 2. John Knox said: “Give me Scotland or I die.” 
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But identification with the object of prayer must be 
based on identification with God, lest sympathy with 
man weaken the vigor of prayer. We are to be “com- 
pletely identified with God's interests in other lives.” 
This will prevent sentimentalism in prayer! Prayer 
may bring some under conviction of sin; it may send 
some on difficult missions for God. Many could not 
afford to have John’s prayer in III John 2 (in A.S.V.) 
answered—it would bankrupt them or send them to 
the hospital! 


III. The Praise for Blessing. Verses 3-5. 


God wants us by our prayers to liberate the millions 
of earth still groaning and sighing under the burden 
and thraldom of sin, so that a great chorus of ever- 
increasing multitudes shall make heaven ring with 
praises and thanksgiving to Christ our glorious King. 
Listen! Listen! can you not hear the unsaved millions 
groaning with anguish and sorrow and hopeless de- 
spair? Prayer will turn their sighs of pain into songs 
of praise! 


IV. The Pledge of Blessing. Verses 6, 7. 


This Psalm is based on a bountiful harvest, a 
bumper crop, in the little land of Palestine, or in one 
small corner of it. But it inspired the grateful heart 
of this devout Psalmist to write this wonderful little 
Psalm. He was unwilling to use the blessings all for 
himself, but wanted to share them with the whole 
world. This harvest was God's pledge that greater 


ones were to follow if the first instalment was rightly 
used—for the good of man and the glory of God. 
Cf. Matt 9:37, 38; John 4:35-38. 


1. Past blessings are the pledge of future blessings: 
“the earth HATH yielded its increase, God, even our 
own God WILL bless us.” 


2. Small blessings are the pledge of larger blessings. 


3. Individual blessings are the pledge of family 
and community blessings. 


_ 4. Local blessings are the pledge of national bless- 
ings. 


5. National blessings are the pledge of universal 
blessings. 


6. Material blessings are the pledge of spiritual 
blessings—"all the ends of the earth shall FEAR 
Him.” 

7. Temporal blessings are the pledge of eternal 
blessings, for the fear of the Lord issues in eternal 
life. “ For there Jehovah commanded the blessing, 
even life for evermore,” Psa. 133:3. 


But the opposite is true, alas, too true! Blessings 
misused turn into curses that wither and blight. 


Chas. G. Finney said: “Wealth must be held as a 
stewardship for God, or it will prove a curse.” 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 1 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Possessions and The Kingdom 


Background Scripture: Matthew 19. De- 
votional Reading: I Timothy 6:2c-11. 


I would like to spend a while on our Devotional Reading, for this selection from 1 Timothy not only forms 
a good introduction to our study, but has some splendid lessons for us today. The Church has always been 
pestered with false teachers. Sometimes these teachers deny or minimize the fundamental doctrines of the 
Gospel such as the deity of our Lord and His atoning work on the cross. At other times they do not conform 
their teachings to “wholesome words”, the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, the teaching which accords with 


godliness. The aim of all our preaching and teaching 
should be godliness. God is our Ideal; the Christian 


is to grow up into Christ. 


These false teachers in Paul’s time were confusing 
godliness with a way of gain—a way of making 
money, or adding to their material wealth. Godliness 
itself is great gain; not the accumulation, however, of 
material possessions, but the building of a God-like 
character. Such godliness, coupled with contentment 
is great gain, for it brings peace and security to the 
soul. 
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Having food and raiment let us be therewith con- 
tent. What a verse for the times in which we live! 
Almost everybody is “mad after money”. Parents are 
sacrificing their children; others are making them- 
selves nervous wrecks and shortening their days. We 
are in the midst of a political campaign as I write 
these words, and the chief concern of the many po- 
litical speakers seems to be to convince the people 
that their party can continue to promote our so-called 
“prosperity”, and keep our pockets full of money. 
Moral and spiritual values are ignored and all seems 
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to revolve around some form of material gain. The 
coal miners of our nation are beginning what prom- 
ises to be a long drawn-out strike which will hamper 
our nation in a most serious way, and all because of 
forty cents a day! The silliest sort of “arguments” are 
being used on all sides. The whole spectacle makes a 
thinking person heartsick, and we wonder what will 
be the end of it all. 


The “will to be rich” is drowning men in destruc- 
tion and perdition even as in the days of Paul. Men 
seem to be willing to “sell qut” to the highest bidder, 
and many are selling their birthright, even as Esau 
sold his, for a mess of pottage. 


We boast of our “High Standard of Living”, but 
the only measure we use to determine what is a “High 
Standard” is the dollar, or something which the dol- 
lar will buy. Are we ignorant of the fact that the 
richest men this world has ever seen had almost 
nothing in the way of material wealth? Moses turned 
his back on the “treasures of Egypt” to become the 
“greatest mere man this world ever knew’, according 
to the estimate of some. The real “High Standard is 
moral and spiritual, for a man, as well as a man’s life, 
does not consist in the abundance of “things” which 
he possesses. When we measure America by the true 
standard we find that we have a “low” instead of a 
“high” rating. Greed, covetousness, and corruption 
mark and disfigure men in public office, while the 
masses of our population are more concerned over a 
bigger pay check for shorter work hours than any 
kind of advancement in character. 


The love of money is the root of all evils. We can 
easily prove this to be true if we will trace our many 
evils back far enough. Take the terrible sin of drunk- 
enness and the whole whiskey traffic; the love of 
money is at the bottom of it. When A.B.C. stores 
are advocated, the money which the government will 
get from them is one of the chief arguments used to 
fool the people. Love of money, of course, is behind 
the gambling, the sale of narcotics the white slave 
businesss, and most of the crimes which are disgrac- 
ing our nation. In business, in politics, in society, 
even in religion, this same thing has been true. Men 
wander from the faith and pierce themselves through 
with many sorrows because of the love of money. 


Money, in and of itself, is not the cause, but the 
LOVE of money. If we recognize our stewardship 
of possessions, and are good stewards; if we make 
money our servant, and not our master; if we get it 
honestly and use it wisely, for the good of men and 
the glory of God, then our possessions can and will 
be a blessing instead of a curse. Our lesson takes up 
this idea of stewardship and shows how one man 
failed to meet the challenge of Christ. 


I. Some Preliminary Matters: 
1-15 

In our Background Scripture which includes the 
whole of chapter 19 there are several matters which 
come to the attention of Jesus before the main topic 
which has been selected for our study. 


JANUARY 21.1953 


1. The Question of Divorce in verses 1-9. Jesus 
makes it very plain that God's plan from the begin- 
ning did not provide for divorce. The Home was 
founded on the idea of the marriage of one woman 
to one man, this relationship to be for life. Moses 
allowed divorce because of the hardness of their 
hearts, regulating something which was the result of 
sin. 


2. The Question of Not Marrying followed, (10- 
12) Jesus, as Paul did later, shows that some men 
refrain from marrying for the Kingdom of heaven's 
sake. Paul himself did this, and rather encouraged 
others to do the same because of the dangerous days 
in which he lived. This does not imply that there is 
any special merit in the unmarried state. The whole 
teaching of the Roman Catholic Church is mislead- 
ing, and has caused much evil and scandal. 


3. Then there were brought to Him little children. 
He welcomed them with the well-known words which 
have become so classic and so beloved: Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven. 


Il. The Rich Young Ruler: 
16-22 


Comparing the accounts in the three Synoptic 
Gospels, we find some very interesting facts about 
this young man: He was young; he had most of life 
before him and youth is the time to make decisions. 
He was in earnest; he came running, and he asked 
about the most important question a man could ask, 
What shall I uo to inherit eternal life? He was rich; 
therefore he was in a position where he could be of 
great help to the band of disciples, and the cause of 
the kingdom. He was reverent; for he came and 
kneeled before Christ, at least acknowledging Him 
as his superior. He was unashamed; for he came 
openly, not secretly, as Nicodemus did. He was a 
good, clean moral man, as far as his outward life was 
concerned. Mark tells us that Jesus loved him: he 
was an attractive, lovable man. 


The young ruler calls Jesus, “Good Master’, 
(Teacher). Jesus asks him why? God is the One 
Perfectly Good Person. This man was not ready 
seemingly, to acknowledge Jesus as God. Why then, 
call Him “Good”? There is a sense in which we can 
call men, “good”, but it is only as the power and 
grace of God makes them good. It is only when we 
are clothed in the righteousness of Christ that we can 
be “good”. Justification gives us good standing be- 
fore God, for He accepts us as righteous on account 
of the imputed righteousness of Christ. Through 
Sanctification we are made good and enabled more 
and more to die unto sin and live unto righteousness. 


Jesus refers him to the Ten Commandments, espe- 
cially the ones pertaining to Love for our neighbor. 
He claims to have kept all these from his youth up 
and asks, What lack I yet? Then the Master probes 
the sore spot in his heart and revealed the idol that 
was there; his possessions. He would not meet the 
challenge, and went away sorrowful. We sometimes 
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overlook the climax of that challenge, “and come and 
follow me”. There is a tradition that he later re- 
considered, and came back. Let us hope that he did. 


Ill. Jesus’ Solemn Warning 
About Wealth: 23-26 


It is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven: Why? His wealth is apt to be his god. He 
is likely to put money first. Until he changes, he 
cannot enter the kingdom. Then, a rich man is in- 
clined to feel that he has no need of God: he is self 
sufficient. Again, wealth produces pride in some 
men, and pride is an obstacle in the way of entering 


heaven. I am glad that Jesus added, With God all 
things are possible, for we know that the power and 
grace of God has enabled rich men to overcome their 
peculiar temptations. We have many examples of 
good rich men: Abraham, Isaac, Job & Rich men 
may be “good stewards of the manifold grace of God”. 


l. What Shall We have? 


This looks like a selfish question. Rewards have 
a place in the life of a Christian. Love should be the 
motive. Look up the many things Jesus said about 
rewards, and I Corinthians 15:58. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 1 


The King’s 


WORSHIP PROGRAM: 
Hymn: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 
Prayer 
Hymn: “Onward, Christian Soldiers” 
Offering 
Scripture: Isaiah 25:1-10 
Prayer 
Hymn: “Take Time To Be Holy” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Have you ever been on a cross-country motor trip 
and suddenly come upon a crossroads without a sign 
to tell you which way to go? You know that only 
one of these is the right way and the other will in- 
evitably lead you away from your destination. So you 
must choose, relying upon whatever means are at 
hand to guide you in your choice of the right way. 
To every man, woman or child upon life’s journey 
there comes a crossroads when one must answer the 
question, “which way?” Jesus indicated to the dis- 
ciples that this choice lies between the “broad way 
which leadeth to destruction” and the “narrow way 
which leadeth unto life.” God's way is the “narrow 
way of life,’ the “King’s Highway,” and all who 
would enter the heavenly abode must travel this way. 
At the entrance of the narrow way stands the Christ 
of the Cross with arms outstretched, inviting all, “I 
am the way, the truth and the life and no one cometh 
unto the Father except by me.’’ As we look down the 
King’s Highway, we see that it is one of PEACE 
AND PURITY AND POWER. Our first speaker 
will describe it as a way of PEACE. 


FIRST SPEAKER: 

First of all, Jesus said that it was a narrow way and 
few there would be who would choose it. Then, it is 
uphill all the way and often rough and rocky as well. 
But, most important, it is a way of PEACE and what 
a welcome word this should be to this world of ours 
today when it seems there is little of Peace anywhere. 
First, there is the Peace with God provided through 
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our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who, “having 
made peace through the blood of His Cross,” has 
reconciled us to God. Then, there is the Peace of God 
which we have as the fruit of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. Just before His crucifixion Jesus was speak- 
ing to His disciples and trying to comfort them for 
He knew they did not understand all that was taking 
place and He said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.” And so, though the way be narrow, uphill 
and rough, yet we have these precious words of the 
Master. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

It is indeed a source of great comfort that in the 
midst of the tensions and unrest with which men are 
burdened today, we can walk serenely in the peace of 
God which “passeth knowledge.” Our second speaker 
is now going to tell us of the King’s Highway as a 
way of PURITY. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Those who walk the King’s Highway are to walk 
in purity before God and man. John tells us “To as 
many as received Him (Jesus), to them gave he 
power to become the Sons of God, even to them who 
believe on His name.” Because we are sons and heirs 
in the King’s household, then we are to walk as those 
who bear such a relationship, a walk of righteous- 
ness and true holiness. Such a walk will not be in the 
ways of the world for in John’s first Epistle we are 
instructed to “love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.” Nor will we walk 
alone for, as we read in the 23rd Psalm, “He leadeth 
me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

By contrast we might now take a look at the “broad 
way” which Jesus said. “leadeth to destruction.” Many, 
He said, would go in thereat. Instead of being uphill 
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and rough it is downhill, smooth and even inviting 
with many worldly pleasures to beckon. It requires 
no effort to travel this road—in fact, we can coast 
all the way. But, let us remember, the end thereof 
is death. Now, our third speaker will tell us of the 
King’s Highway as a way of POWER. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

Our first speaker told us the narrow way was up- 
hill and sometimes rough and so, to travel this way, 
we must have strength, endurance and power to take 
us up the steep grades. Paul, who was certainly one 
of God’s noblemen, said in his Epistle to Timothy, 
“God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of 
POWER. Now, Paul, in his ministry for the Lord, 
found nothing but infirmity in himself, but he could 
say, “I glory in my infirmity that the power of Christ 
might rest upon me.’ In praying that his thorn in 
the flesh be removed, he received this answer from 
the Lord, “My grace is sufficient for thee,’ “My 
strength is made perfect in weakness.” In his conflict 
with the old self life, he cried, “O wretched man that 
I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death? I thank God through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” 


There are so many illustrations in God's word of His 
using weak vessels to show forth His power. David 
was another striking example, as he went forth to 
meet the giant Goliath in combat. Goliath mocked 
and laughed him to scorn that he, a mere youth with- 
out sword or without strength, should dare to come 
forth against him, the mighty Goliath. But he did 
not know that David came in the power and might 
of the living God and so was David's confidence, for 
he said, “This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine 
hand .. . and all this assembly shall know that the 
Lord saveth not with sword or spear: for the battle 
is the Lord's.” So, those who walk the King’s High- 
way, walk in the power and might of God! 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Are we to be content that we walk the King’s 
Highway and know his peace and have His power 
for holy living and fruitful service without being 
concerned that others in distant lands know not the 
way? Let's get under the burden of missions and do 
our part to get the gospel out to those who have 
never heard that they too might join the ranks of 
(jod’s redeemed who walk the King’s Highway. 


Women’s Work 


Discipline Yields Fruit 
Scripture Reading—Heb 12:5-11 


“For the moment all discipline seems painful rath- 
er than pleasant; later it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” 
Hebrews 12:11. 


Each one of us has had or will have some difficult 
period of sorrow, illness, or trouble come into our 
lives before we die. What it will be, or when it will 
come we do not know. When such times come we 
always ask, “Why did this happen to me?” Im sure 
we have all heard it said, “Someday we'll understand 
why”. I used to think that this meant well never 
understand such things until we left earth and went 
to live in Glory. But I'm inclined to believe that we 
can understand the “why” in a certain sense right 
here and now. God has his way of correcting you 
and me just as you parents and grandparents and 
teachers have of correcting your children when they 
need it. God sends periods of discipline that are very 
painful for a brief moment, but afterwards we can 
see that He was right in sending us that particular 
trial at that time. Our of it comes the peaceful fruit 
of righteousness for those of us who endure it. 


We must never doubt God when He disciplines 
us. He knows best what we need to learn from what- 
ever difficulty He brings upon us. We go along day 
after day in our Christian life thinking how good we 
are. We think we know all we need to know about 
God. We may know many passages of Scripture 
from memory. We may know our Creeds and Cata- 
chisms, and yet not know Jesus our Saviour. We may 
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know all about Him, but do we really know Him? 
No matter how mature we are in our Christian lite 
we need to grow. We need to g. w day after day 
and year after year until He calls us "me. 


God sends periods of hard disc .netimes, 
but this doesn’t mean that He has io love us. 
He loves us and wants to see us grow. We need rain 
in our lives as well as sunshine to make them grow. 
Have you ever noticed a garden after a hard rain and 
the sun shines on it again? It looks stronger and 
fresher and more alive than before. So it is with our 
lives when rain falls upon them and the sun comes 
out again. We are stronger, fresher, more alive Chris- 
tians than before. It is for our good that He must 
discipline you and me, so that we may share His holi- 
ness. We love and respect Him more because of it. 
We are closer to Him than before. The Scriptures 
become more alive to us. We have a deeper desire 
to worship Him and to witness for Him. 


When these moments of discipline have passed, 
we have learned several Christian truths. 1. We have 
learned the meaning of patience. Paul tells us to be 
patient in tribulation, then he says tribulation work- 
eth patience. 2. We have learned the meaning of 
calmness. Calmness can only come to us when we 
are still and know that He is God. 3. We have 
learned to be joyful in difficulty. The Apostle Paul 
went through many trials and difficulties throughout 
his life for the sake of the Master, and yet he could 
say “Rejoice in the Lord Always.” So can we. 4+. We 
have learned to pray in a new way. We can now 
pray with thanksgiving in our hearts not only for 
the good things God gives us, but even for moments 
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of discipline, especially when such moments have 
brought us into a closer walk with the Master. 5. We 
have learned the meaning of peace in our hearts. 
That peace that passeth all human knowledge that not 
just keeps our hearts, not just keeps our minds but 
keeps both mind and heart through Christ Jesus. 
6. We have learned to love in a new way. When we 
are alone a great deal and going through long periods 
of difficulties and nothing to do but think, it is easy 
to become bitter and resentful toward other people. 
It needn't be that way. We can love even those who 
may not love us with Christian affection. We may 
not love them with the same measure of love as we 
love our dearest friends, yet we can love all people. 
It takes much prayer. It was Jesus who said, “If you 
love those who love you, what reward have you?” As 
we learn to love those who may not love us, our in- 
terest in others widens. We become interested in the 
spiritual and physical needs of others. We become 
interested in the countless numbers of men and wom- 
en, boys and girls in our communities who are lost 
and need a Saviour. We have a deeper desire to 
make Him known and see others come to know Him 
through our Witness, Prayers, and giving. These are 
some of the fruits that come from moments of disci- 
pline, you may think of others. When moments of 
discipline come to you and to me, let us remember 
the words of the writer to the Hebrews when he said, 
“Do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor 
lose courage when you are punished by Him. For 
the Lord disciplines him whom he loves, and chastises 
every one whom he receives.” 


PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, we thank thee for our many 
blessings. We thank thee for our Saviour who came, 
who lived, who taught, who died, who rose again, 
that we might have eternal life. We even thank thee 
for moments of discipline. We know it is for our 
good. May it be a fruitful time in our lives and may 
we look at it in that light. In Jesus name we ask, 
Amen. 

—By Enise Kirby. 


I Have A Stewardship— 
Of My Abilities! 


A newcomer in the community complained of her 
loneliness and boredom to all the neighbors. When 
one of them suggested that her office training and 
business experience were needed by a number of vol- 
untary-service organizations, her reply was, “My abil- 
ities are too valuable to give” 


Careful and troubled about many things, a pres- 
ent-day Martha remarked bitterly to her daughter, 
“Don't be too capable. What you don’t know how 
to do, you won't ever have to do.” 


At a planning-committee meeting, when a certain 
hostess church was named, its timid young represen- 
tative exclaimed earnestly, ‘I know it’s our turn this 
year, but we simply can’t have the World Day of 
Prayer. Our Mrs. Jones is out of town.” 
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These three anecdotes may be so far removed from 
my Christian experience as to sound fantastic. Or 
they may be modern parables in which I find myself. 


Of course, that first poor woman was not a Chris- 
tian, else she would have known that whatever abil- 
ities we have are lent to us by God. Am / always 
aware that mine are lent? Do I use them freely in 
both church and community? And am I as honest 
in my thinking as that non-Christian was in her 
speaking? Or have I thought of them as “my” abil- 
ities, rather than God's, and held them, as she did, 
“too valuable to give’—to certain routine jobs, 
menial tasks, small gatherings? 


Have I ever, like that present-day Martha, wished 
that I were not too capable—that I could just svt, 
and leave all the work to...................0........ 


To whom? Why, to “our Mrs. Jones”! That's the 
answer, isn't it? Modern Martha and “Our Mrs. 
Jones” come dangerously close to being one and the 
same person, don’t they? A person who can be found 
in almost any church, in almost every community. 
Could I be a Martha-Jones? 


Do I think I have al/ the answers to stewardship, 
and indeed, to every other phase of Christian living? 
Am I fond of telling the Lord (and my fellow-work- 
ers) how nobody else is truly interested in His work, 
or willing to shoulder responsibility; how everything 
is put upon me? Do I enjoy a martyr complex? Do 
I believe that nothing can be accomplished apart 
from my step-by-step directions and bodily presence? 


Then, somewhere along the line, I have forgotten 
the joy of my Lord which is the vital spark of stew- 
ardship. And I have forgotten—-or perhaps I never 
learned?—the blessedness of shared abilities. 


—(Mrs. David) Dorothy W. Anderson 
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Our Secret Weapon 


“If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 


land.” 2 Chron. 7:14. 


Our country’s torn with strife and fear, 


Confusion's everywhere. 

Our burdens seem to multiply 

Much more thdn we can bear. 

Our secret weafhipn we should use— 
We do have one, you know. 


We need not hesitate today 
To use it on our foe. 


This weapon needs no armament, 
No steel to make it strong. 

To launch it ‘gainst our enemy 
No one could say was wrong. 


Our secret weapon we can use 
Alone or all together; 

‘Twill travel far and do its work 
In any kind of weather. 


It needs no taxes for support, 
No ship, no ‘plane, no tank; 
It can be used by everyone 
Of any age or rank. 


No spy or “fellow-traveler” 
Can change it on its course; 
No sabotage, no strife, no law 
Can stop this mighty force. 


More powerful is it than bombs 
That crush and kill and tear; 

And it’s so gentle, yet so strong— 
It is the power of prayer. 


God says. if we called by His name, 
Will change our wicked way, 
That He will hear us from above, 
When we repent and pray. 


Remember, God's is all the power 
Forever and forever. 

It always has been so. And now 
will it be lessened? Never! 


Let's launch our secret weapon now, 
From many a bended knee, 

That peace may reign in every land, 
O’er mountain, plain and sea. 


Let's send our secret weapon out, 
Let's get it on the air; 

Let's win this war the peaceful way, 
With humble hearts in prayer. 
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Our nation with its heavy hearts 
Needs faith in God today. 

For courage, strength and wisdom too, 
Most humbly we should pray. 


Prayer changes things ‘tis often said, 
Cannot we see it’s true? 
Since chaos seems to grip the. world 
Whar else is there to do? 


We ned not tell our enemy 

We'll battle them with prayer; 

If we but always pray aright 

They'll somehow know we're there! 


Resources must be mobilized, 
Things changed to meet war's need; 
The fact’ries make no luxuries, 

But do as counsels lead. 


And we must be converted too, 

To. meet a war's demands; 

And we must humbly turn to God 
And work with praying hands. 


A chain of prayer around the world 
Each one of us a link. 

Let's forge our secret weapon now— 
It’s later than we think. 


—Mrs. L. R. Nydegger 


$10.00 plain. 
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words, 1,259 pages). 
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Church News 


News From Korea 


398 Presbyterian Churches in South Korea have 
been destroyed or seriously damaged in the war. 
Presbyterians constitute the largest Protestant Church 
in Korea. There were some 2,000 Presbyterian 
churches in Korea, the majority of them in the 
southern half of the peninsula. Out of a constituency 
of 680,000 in this Church, nearly 400,000 have been 
forced to flee their homes at some time during the 
war. That report comes from Pusan. 

—World Church News. 


Miss Mabel Hall In 
Accident 


Miss Mabel Hall, Home Mission worker, at Del- 
vinta, Ky., while on an itineration during the Church 
Extension season, was hurt in an automobile accident 
near Rome, Ga., and she is now recuperating at her 
home after being hospitalized in Lexington, Ky. The 
most serious injury is a crushed elbow in her writing 
arm which has kept her from acknowledging the 
many letters which she received during the Church 
Extension season. She would like for her many 
friends to know of her condition and to understand 
why those who have written have not received an 
acknowledgement of their correspondence. 


The Indiantown Country 
Church Award At Columbia 
Theological Seminary 


The Indiantown Country Church Award at Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary was won this year by Mr. 
Jetferson Trent Howell, Jr. of Clearwater, Florida. 
This award which was established several years ago 
by members of the Indiantown Presbyterian Church 
of Hemingway, S. C., is offered each year for the 
most outstanding record of work in a rural church or 
field done during the summer months between a 
student’s second and third years in the seminary. Mr. 
Howell, who is a graduate of the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, served last summer in the Bethel 
Presbyterivn Church near Walhalla, S. C. 


An interesting addition to the curriculum of the 
seminary has been made this winter in the introduc- 
tion of a class in Religious Broadcasting. This class 
is taught by Rev. Robert B. Giffen, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Christian Council of Atlanta, who has had 
broad experience in the field of broadcasting and in 
arranging religious programs both on radio and tele- 
vision. While serving as the Secretary of the Coun- 
cil of Churches in Miami, Fla., Mr. Griffen originat- 
ed the idea of the Pastor’s Study Program which has 
met with such a favorable response in a number of 
cities throughout this country during the past year. 
Each student in the class will plan and produce two 
programs, each of which will be shared with another 
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student. All programs will be transcribed on tape for 
study and group evaluation and some of these will 
be put on the air on both radio and television. The 
program of the group will include visits to large and 
small radio and television stations, an introduction 
to the economics of broadcasting, The FCC and “pub- 
lic service” programs, audience studies, types of re- 
ligious programs, transcribing, available transcribed 
programs, and standards for religious broadcasting. 


BOOKS 


Review of Epistle to the Hebrews. By Rev. Prof. 
W. Manson, D. D., of New College, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Baird Lectures. Published by Houghter & 
Stoughton, Warwick Square, London. 


Another commentary on Hebrews has been offered 
us by a Scottish scholar of the New Testament, Dr. 
William Manson of New College, University of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. This treatise is a helpful and hope- 
ful ene from the evangelical standpoint. It is not easy 
to read in places, is quite scholarly and has references 
a bit difficult to trace down unless one has access to 
a good theological library. In spite of all this it is 
most informative and rich in its explanations of the 
background of this great book. 


For many years the prevailing idea of many modern 
scholars has been that Hebrews was a book not too 
closely tied in with the Bible message as a whole. One 
reviewer put it thus, “From very early times it was 
given a severly Platonic interpretation which 
wrenched it from its Biblical roots and twisted its 
message into an alien significance.” It is quite pos- 
sible that this book may be epoch-making among 
New Testament studies. The evangelical emphasis 1s 
put where it has not been for a generation or more 
and this is highly encouraging. 


Professor Manson believes that the Epistle ties in 
believers and the life of the church with the risen- 
ascended Lord Jesus Christ He who is standing at 
the right hand of God. as Stephen saw Him at the 
time of his martyrdom, is calling the church outwards 
for the world-mission of Christianity The writer of 
the Commentary believes that Stephen’s preaching co- 
incides with the whole structure and message of He- 
brews He feels strongly that Stephen’s aggressive 
stand divided the church at Jerusalem into two 
parties —those who wanted to passively remain 
there until Jesus came back and those who believed 
in world-evangelization. ‘The first party wanted 
to stay closely identified with the priests and the 
temple. They wanted to superimpose all of this ritual 
upon Christianity The law must be observed as well 
as faith exercised in Christ. Many of both parties had 
moved to Rome, and a great many non-Christian 
Jews, besides. 


The Stephen-party which was not closely connected 
with the priests and the temple, believed that Christ 
was now standing at the right hand of God. He is in 
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the heavens beckoning to His people to go out and 
evangelize till He comes. The time is short, the last 
hour has arrived. Complacency is not in order. Dr. 
Manson calls it an eschatalogical tension. “The flying 
remnants of Stephen's party began the world-mission 
of Christianity first in Judea, and then in Samaria and 
the towns on the coast.” The author believes that it 
riod, probably, that strong groups 


elled a long ways attd his influence in the spread of 
the gospel was more profound than perhaps most of 
us have recognized. 


This party which had long ago cut loose from the 
temple in Jerusalem and its binding legalism had 
been meeting separately for worship and testimony 
while living in the Jewish section of Rome. Either 
through persecution opposition or disappointment 
they had become discouraged and were no longer 
gathering together. The Christian impulse some how 
was weakened and they were slipping back into an 
observance of the ceremonial rights of the law. One 
readily recalls those words in the tenth chapter, “Let 
us not forsake the assembling of ourselves together as 
the manner of some is, but so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching.” IN the end it amounted 
to a rejection of the Christian revelation, and a going 
over to the priestly or temple cult. It was crucifying 
the Son of God afresh, and a denial of His deity and 
His early return. These people needed to look again 
at the cloud of witnesses and to “run the race looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” 


Stephen's sermon in Acts VII is definitely tied in 
with the whole Epistle. It represents the truly spir- 
itual party within the church which was guided by 
the supernatural Christ reigning in heaven and soon 
to come again. Just as God called Abraham out of 
Ur of the Chaldees and Israel out of Egypt, just so 
He is calling His own true people outward and up- 
ward into this supernatural life. Stephen was the 
head, so to speak, of a great stream of evangelical 
testimony that was productive of enormous results. 


Dr. Manson's commentary is timely due to the 
necessity for worldwide evangelism in our day. It ties 
in the apocalyptic message with the historic scene of 
the church's witness. Always the volume is definitely 
Christo-centric opening the Word for those who will 
patiently bear with one: who is endeavoring to dis- 
pense the real meat of the book. To Dr. Manson, 
Jesus Christ is not only Lord, but He is eternal and 
imminent. The church cannot remain static and com- 
placent but must heed the call even to the “spoiling 
of her goods”, the meeting of persecution or anything 
else that causes her to move out from Jerusalem and 
the courtyard of the temple. 


The special objectives of the writer are stated in 
his own words as follows: “I have sought an approach 


to Hebrews which will (1) integrate the Epistle - 


afresh into the history of the world-mission from its 
inception in Stephen, (2) re-evaluate the potenriali- 
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ties of the religious situation in such a center world- 
mission Christianity as Rome, (3) trace the connec- 
tion in the doctrine of Hebrews and the theology of 
the world-mission as a whole; and (4) from careful 
study of the argument of the Epistle, establish con- 
clusions as to the situation and character of the com- 
munity addressed and so recover for the Epistle its 
organic position in relation to first-century evangel- 
ism and life.” —R. W. Cousar. 


“The Scandal of Christianity.” By Emil Brunner. 
Westminster Press. Price $2.00. 


The five chapters in this recent volume by Dr. 
Brunner deals with historical revelation, the triune 
God, original sin, the mediator, and the resurrection. 
He considers these five doctrines to be a stumbling- 
block or “scandal” to man The word “scandal” is 
used here in its original New Testament sense. Paul, 
for example, spoke of the gospel as a stumbling-block 
of offense and foolishness to unregenerate man. 


The conservative theologian will mark a number 
of passages in this volume with approval. Beside 
others he will place a question mark. Beside some 
he will register dissent. 


Brunner’s concept of Scripture is certainly not that 
of the first chapter of the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. In dealing with the Trinity, he nowhere cate- 
gorically states that the Triune God consists of three 
eternal persons. Although Brunner accepts some 
truth in the idea of “original sin’, he does not accept 
it in the kistorical sense that we find it expressed in 
Genesis. 


Like other books by the same author, this one will 
have to be read by the theologian with Christian dis- 
cernment. We should, however, be very grateful for 
a fine statement like this: “Whenever the church be- 
comes very popular, the suspicion cannot be far away 
that such a church is catering to the public by falsi- 
fying the gospel.” —John R. Richardson. 


"God So Loved.” By Walter Barlow. Fleming H. 
Revell Company. Price $2.00. 


The main thrust of this volume is that man is in 
need of conversion. Apart from conversion he can- 
not be put right with God or himself. This book, 
therefore, offers a spiritual basis of evangelism. The 
author points out the inadequacy of the Protestant 
minister who feels that the main business is to preach 
“the Jesus way of life” week by week, year in and 
year out. He says that for too many years we have 
striven to present Christ as the pioneer of life and 
the comrade of all aspiring souls. We have held forth 
Christ as the master workman of all who would build 
a better world. Thus the poison of humanism has 
seeped into our Protestant veins, deadening us yet 
more completely to the call of evangelical Christian- 
ity, either as an experience or as a gospel. Evidence 
of our surrender to the humanistic spirit confronts 
us in the fact that thousands of our good Protestant 
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Church News 


News From Korea 


398 Presbyterian Churches in South Korea have 
been destroyed or seriously damaged in the war. 
Presbyterians constitute the largest Protestant Church 
in Korea. There were some 2,000 Presbyterian 
churches in Korea, the majority of them in the 
southern half of the peninsula. Out of a constituency 
of 680,000 in this Church, nearly 400,000 have been 
forced to flee their homes at some time during the 
war. That report comes from Pusan. 

—World Church News. 


Miss Mabel Hall In 
Accident 
Miss Mabel Hall, Home Mission worker, at Del- 


vinta, Ky., while on an itineration during the Church 
Extension season, was hurt in an automobile accident 
near Rome, Ga., and she is now recuperating at her 
home after being hospitalized in Lexington, Ky. The 
most serious injury is a crushed elbow in her writing 
arm which has kept her from acknowledging the 
many letters which she received during the Church 
Extension season. She would like for her many 
friends to know of her condition and to understand 
why those who have written have not received an 
acknowledgement of their correspondence. 


The Indiantown Country 
Church Award At Columbia 


Theological Seminary 


The Indiantown Country Church Award at Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary was won this year by Mr. 
Jetferson Trent Howell, Jr. of Clearwater, Florida. 
This award which was established several years ago 
by members of the Indiantown Presbyterian Church 
of Hemingway, S. C., is offered each year for the 
most outstanding record of work in a rural church or 
field done during the summer months between a 
student’s second and third years in the seminary. Mr. 
Howell, who is a graduate of the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, served last summer in the Bethel 
Presbyterien Church near Walhalla, S. C. 


An interesting addition to the curriculum of the 
seminary has been made this winter in the introduc- 
tion of a class in Religious Broadcasting. This class 
is taught by Rev. Robert B. Giffen, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Christian Council of Atlanta, who has had 
broad experience in the field of broadcasting and in 
arranging religious programs both on radio and tele- 
vision. While serving as the Secretary of the Coun- 
cil of Churches in Miami, Fla., Mr. Griffen originat- 
ed the idea of the Pastor’s Study Program which has 
met with such a favorable response in a number of 
cities throughout this country during the past year. 
Each student in the class will plan and produce two 
programs, é€ach of which will be shared with another 
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student. All programs will be transcribed on tape for 
study and group evaluation and some of these will 
be put on the air on both radio and television. The 
program of the group will include visits to large and 
small radio and television stations, an introduction 
to the economics of broadcasting, The FCC and “pub- 
lic service” programs, audience studies, types of re- 
ligious programs, transcribing, available transcribed 
programs, and standards for religious broadcasting. 


BOOKS 


Review of Epistle to the Hebrews. By Rev. Prof. 
W. Manson, D. D., of New College, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Baird Lectures. Published by Houghter & 
Stoughton, Warwick Square, London. 


Another commentary on Hebrews has been offered 
us by a Scottish scholar of the New Testament, Dr. 
William Manson of New College, University of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. This treatise is a helpful and hope- 
ful cne from the evangelical standpoint. It is not easy 
to read in places, is quite scholarly and has references 
a bit difficult to trace down unless one has access to 
a good theological library. In spite of all this it is 
most informative and rich in its explanations of the 
background of this great book. 


For many years the prevailing idea of many modern 
scholars has been that Hebrews was a book not too 
closely tied in with the Bible message as a whole. One 
reviewer put it thus, “From very early times it was 
given a severly Platonic interpretation which 
wrenched it from its Biblical roots and twisted its 
message into an alien significance.” It is quite pos- 
sible that this book may be epoch-making among 
New Testament studies. The evangelical emphasis is 
put where it has not been for a generation or more 
and this is highly encouraging. 


Professor Manson believes that the Epistle ties in 
believers and the life of the church with the risen- 
ascended Lord Jesus Christ He who is standing at 
the right hand of God. as Stephen saw Him at the 
time of his martyrdom, is calling the church outwards 
for the world-mission of Christianity The writer of 
the Commentary believes that Stephen’s preaching co- 
incides with the whole structure and message of He- 
brews He feels strongly that Stephen’s aggressive 
stand divided the church at Jerusalem into two 
parties—those who wanted to passively remain 
there until Jesus came back and those who believed 
in world-evangelization. ‘The first party wanted 
to stay closely identified with the priests and the 
temple. They wanted to superimpose all of this ritual 
upon Christianity The law must be observed as well 
as faith exercised in Christ. Many of both parties had 
moved to Rome, and a great many non-Christian 
Jews, besides. 


The Stephen-party which was not closely connected 
with the priests and the temple, believed that Christ 
was now standing at the right hand of God. He is in 
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the heavens beckoning to His people to go out and 
evangelize till He comes. The time is short, the last 
hour has arrived. Complacency is not in order. Dr. 
Manson calls it an eschatalogical tension. “The flying 
remnants of Stephen's party began the world-mission 
of Christianity first in Judea, and then im Samaria and 
the towns on the coast.” “The author believes that it 
was during this period, probably, that strong groups 
of Christians gathered together in the great centers 
of Rome and Alexandria. Stephen's co-laborers trav- 
elled a long ways and his influence in the spread of 
the gospel was more profound than perhaps most of 
us have recognized. 


This party which had long ago cut loose from the 
temple in Jerusalem and its binding legalism had 
been meeting separately for worship and testimony 
while living in the Jewish section of Rome. Either 
through persecution opposition or disappointment 
they had become discouraged and were no longer 
gathering together. The Christian impulse some how 
was weakened and they were slipping back into an 
observance of the ceremonial rights of the law. One 
readily recalls those words in the tenth chapter, “Let 
us not forsake the assembling of ourselves together as 
the manner of some is, but so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching.” IN the end it amounted 
to a rejection of the Christian revelation, and a going 
over to the priestly or temple cult. It was crucifying 
the Son of God afresh, and a denial of His deity and 
His early return. These people needed to look again 
at the cloud of witnesses and to “run the race looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” 


Stephen’s sermon in Acts VII is definitely tied in 
with the whole Epistle. It represents the truly spir- 
itual party within the church which was guided by 
the supernatural Christ reigning in heaven and soon 
to come again. Just as God called Abraham out of 
Ur of the Chaldees and Israel out of Egypt, just so 
He is calling His own true people outward and up- 
ward into this supernatural life. Stephen was the 
head, so to speak, of a great stream of evangelical 
testimony that was productive of enormous results. 


Dr. Manson’s commentary is timely due to the 
necessity for worldwide evangelism in our day. It ties 
in the apocalyptic message with the historic scene of 
the church’s witness. Always the volume is definitely 
Christo-centric opening the Word for those who will 
patiently bear with one who is endeavoring to dis- 
pense the real meat of the book. To Dr. Manson, 
Jesus Christ is not only Lord, but He is eternal and 
imminent. The church cannot remain static and com- 
placent but must heed the call even to the “spoiling 
of her goods”, the meeting of persecution or anything 
else that causes her to move out from Jerusalem and 
the courtyard of the temple. 


The special objectives of the writer are stated in 
his own words as follows: “I have sought an approach 
to Hebrews which will (1) integrate the Epistle 
afresh into the history of the world-mission from its 
inception in Stephen, (2) re-evaluate the potenriali- 
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ties of the religious situation in such a center world- 
mission Christianity as Rome, (3) trace the connec- 
tion in the doctrine of Hebrews and the theology of 
the world-mission as a whole; and (4) from careful 
study of the argument of the Epistle, establish con- 
clusions as to the situation and character of the com- 
munity addressed and so recover for the Epistle its 
organic position in relation to first-century evangel- 
ism and life.” —R. W. Cousar. 


"The Scandal of Christianity.” By Emil Brunner. 
Westminster Press. Price $2.00. 


The five chapters in this recent volume by Dr. 
Brunner deals with historical revelation, the triune 
God, original sin, the mediator, and the resurrection. 
He considers these five doctrines to be a stumbling- 
block or “scandal” to man The word “scandal” is 
used here in its original New Testament sense. Paul, 
for example, spoke of the gospel as a stumbling-block 
of offense and foolishness to unregenerate man. 


The conservative theologian will mark a number 
of passages in this volume with approval. Beside 
others he will place a question mark. Beside some 
he will register dissent. 


Brunner’s concept of Scripture is certainly not that 
of the first chapter of the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. In dealing with the Trinity, he nowhere cate- 
gorically states that the Triune God consists of three 
eternal persons. Although Brunner accepts some 
truth in the idea of “original sin’, he does not accept 
it in the bistorical sense that we find it expressed in 
Genesis. 


Like other books by the same author, this one will 
have to be read by the theologian with Christian dis- 
cernment. We should, however, be very grateful for 
a fine statement like this: “Whenever the church be- 
comes very popular, the suspicion cannot be far away 
that such a church is catering to the public by falsi- 
fying the gospel.” —John R. Richardson. 


"God So Loved.” By Walter Barlow. Fleming H. 
Revell Company. Price $2.00. 


The main thrust of this volume is that man is in 


need of conversion. Apart from conversion he can- 


not be put right with God or himself. This book, 
therefore, offers a spiritual basis of evangelism. The 
author points out the inadequacy of the Protestant 
minister who feels that the main business is to preach 
“the Jesus way of life” week by week, year in and 
year out. He says that for too many years we have 
striven to present Christ as the pioneer of life and 
the comrade of all aspiring souls. We have held forth 
Christ as the master workman of all who would build 
a better world. Thus the poison of humanism has 
seeped into our Protestant veins, deadening us yet 
more completely to the call of evangelical Christian- 
ity, either as an experience or as a gospel. Evidence 
of our surrender to the humanistic spirit confronts 
us in the fact that thousands of our good Protestant 
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